[Poisoning of a family by a mercury-containing ointment].
Within the framework of a project entitled "Observation by Public Health Offices" we discovered a strikingly high mercury concentration of 30 micrograms in the urine of a 10-year old girl from an Albanian family formerly residing in the Kosovo area in Serbia. We investigated into the cause of this mercury load and found that it was also present in other members of the same family. Symptoms of mercury poisoning were evident to varying degrees in individual family members. Ultimately, we traced the source to a bleaching ointment containing mercury. On analysing the same we found a mercury content of 389 mg per g ointment. The use of this ointment with its extremely high mercury content had also contaminated the living-rooms.